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avtungement is being mads which will, T
hopo, obviate tle incouvenience coin-

Plained of,
CORRECTION OF JIANSARD REPORTH,

The Orders of the Day having been
called,

Mr, MASSON sail he desired to call
the attention of the Printing Committee
to a subject in connection with the priut-
ing of the Official Report of the debates,
wiich was of great importance, sesing
that this report would be regarded as an
suthoritative one for all time. Heo refor-
red to the necessity of providing some
means whereby any mistakes that might
be made could he corrected, He fully
appreciated the difficult and onerous duties
which devolved upon the short-hand-
writers, and as regards himself he had
only a trifling error or two to complain of,
but it was as well to provide for correcting
mistakes, as more serious errors might
oceur in the future. He had heen made
to say in the Hansard report—* Notwith-
standing tha humiliation that he will have
to bear, whether he remains patriot in
his ecountry or an exile forever;” wheraas
what he did say was—* Whether he
remaing a Pariah in his country.” Then
he held that when an interruption wasg
made to & spenker that interruption should
ba reported, or otherwise the remarks
which would follow would not have their
full force and meaning.  For instance
he was reported to have said,—* Notwith-
standing the verdiet of a packed jury—I
hold myself responsible for every word I
gay.” That expression standing alone
appeared like hoasting. e had said, I
hold myself responsible for every word I
say,” because some members of the House
hud eried, “mno, no,” and “hear, heas”
These were small mistakes, and he pro-
bably would not have called attention to
them were it not to suggest the necessity
of providing seme means whereby mistakes
which might ocour might be corrected
before the reports were distributed.

‘Hon, Mr. MACKENZIE said it would
be remembered that this matter was refer-
red to the Printing Committes which was
not yet organized.  As soon as they met
they wonld no doubt submit some regula-
tions respecting the correction of speeches.
The practice in England bad been to allow
verbal corrections, but uo interpolations.
He did not make any suggestion to the

Fron. M. Crtutrihe,
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Clommittes, but he had ne doubt they -
would bring the matter before the Ilcugs
at the earliest possible momunt.

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) suid lLis atten-
tion lind Deen ealled to some typographi-
cal errors in the report, but no regulations
conld be made until the Committee met.
Al that so far had been done was to agreo
that the speeches should be printed, so far
g8 wag necessary, in order to comply with
the terms of the contract, and at the same’
time be condensed in such a manner as nob
to dostroy the meaning of any speech. No

: doubt when the Committoe met they would

take the matter into consideration, and Le
hoped that in the future there would he no
causs for comyplaint,

THE NORTH-WEST TROUBLES,

Hon. Mr, MACKENZIE said he rose
with great willingness in one sense, and
a good deal of tremor in another sense, to
maove the resolution of which he had given
notice respecting the granting of an am-
nesty for acts committed during the
troubles in the North-West. He hoped
to be able to justify to the House the
course which the Government had pursued
in this matter, as le did not doubt he
would be able to justify it to the country.
e was quite aware that there wore
certain parties who might endeavour for
political and party purposes to make capi-
tal out of the existing events, and so far
ag that was legitimately done he had
no reason to complain, He expected
no exemption from  ordinary eri-
ticism, and-'he was quite prepared to
defend the motives and the action of the
Ciovernment in everything that they
brought before the House. They had at
present to deal with an exceptional state
of aflairs—orie that perhaps might not
arise again in the lifctime of any of the
members—and that state of affairs had
been brought about by no action of the
present Government, or of a single mern-
ber of it, or of a single member of the
great Party whiclh he was privileged to
lead in this House. But for all that the

Government, as a Government, had
a duty to perfemn.  There might
be {requent changes of administra-

tion in the coantry, but the Government
always exists, and is bound to carry on
the affairs of the country consistently
with those principles of honor and national
charteter which bind every Adwinistya



Feervary 11, 1875,

tion, no matter of what Party they may
ba composed.  When the events took
place in the North-West, which had given
rive to the discussion preceding this

raotion, and which furnished the necessity

for thizs motion at tho present time, the
right hon. gentleman opposite had taken
certain steps in reference to the acquisition
of the North-¥West, and tothe organisation of
its Government, which were not sane-
tioned by the then comparatively small
party in this House-—-the Tiberal party.
That party then held that the measures
that were being taken hy the Government
for organizing that territory, were such
as were sure to produce a certain
measure of discontent. He did not
allege that as a justification for succeed-
ing events, because he considered that no
mere act or fault on the part of the Gov-
ernment of the day could have justified
the insurrection and its consequences.
But while the thing might not be justi-
fied, there might be palliations afforded by
circumstances which they were bound to
eonsider, and in the consideration of this
- motion, he was bound to refer to the pro-
vocation which the people in the North-
West Territory had received for resisting
what they considered a grievous act on
the part of the Government of this coun-
try. So far as that resistance was of a
‘peaceful and not violent kind, he confessed
ho had himself some sympathy with
them ; and he also confessed that had their
acts been confined to expressing a strong
senss of their indignation at certain things
that were done, they would have found,
perhaps, & very general response in the
hearts of members of the then House,
a8 they would have found in the
present House, but these acts were
followed np by acts of lawless violence—
acts which he had previously character-
ized in this House, and which he did not
- hesitate now to characterise as he had then
done—acts entirely at variance with ail
that seemed to him right—acts of cruelty
and wrong which he did not at this
moment desire at all' to palliate. But
succeeding events had changed very
materially the relations of that people to
the people of this country, and to the
Government of the Dominion — it was
Bupposed by many—he did not say it was
the case, becaunse he never could believe
that it could be so. It was believed by
many, and said by some in this House,

"Hon, Mr, Mackenzie,
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that there wus a preconcerted arrange-
ment with the then Administration
as to certuin events whech took place ;
but up to the time that Committes met
on the North-West difficultios last session,
we had no detailed aceount of events in
anything like consecutive order; nor had
we o revelation of the private correspon-
dence which was ultimately produced
upon that duy in order to express more
fully the motives aa well as the actions of
those who rulad here, and of those whom
they sent to represent them there, That
revelation was sufficiently complete for
the purpess of an, ultimate decision being
arrived at when that Commities rose.
The late Administration referred the
whole subject, on the 4th June, 1873, to
the Imperial Government, representing
that it was the best qualified to deal with
this question of amnesty. Lord Xiungsr-
LEY, in his reply, combatted this idea, but
accepted the responsibility of granting the
amnesty, provided that no action would

be taken wuntil the precise course
to be pursued by the Dominion
authorities was made known, ‘This

was the last action of an official
nature by the late Government, and when
the present Administration consented to
the motion of the hon. the member for
Belkirk for a committee of enquiry, it was
with the view of obtaining all the infor-
mation poszible in order to enable them
to arrive at a proper decision in the pre-
mises. He had not himself heen able,
from the pressure of the business of the
House, to give any attention to the delib-
erations of the Committee during the ses-

‘sion, and except from occasional seraps of

conversation, he way not able to obtain
what had really been done during the sit- -
ting. When the entire evidence wus
printed, however, it became tolershly clear
that nothing was more natural than that
the Imperial Government should obtain a
copy of the testimony as early as possible,
and that they should again be solicited to
pass judgment upon the case with the
whole of the facts before them, Thig
course the present Administration took,
and as would be seen by the Order in
Council which was before the House, they
again called the attention of the Imperial
Government to the subject. The answer’
to that communication was practically
given in Lord Carvarvon's despatch in
which there were several points that he
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woutld now desire to eall the attention of
the House to-—uot perhaps in thieir proper
conseentive ovder, but i siteh a way o to
luy the whole suliject hefore the House ay.
shortly, and at the same time, n3 fairly ay
possible. He believed  there was o
pecrssity for any  lengthened expusition
of the matter, aud  besides he was
aftuid  that hLis voiee would fuil lim
before' he got  through. The fiest
step he eonceived to have been wrong on
the part of the late Administration was
the recognition of the authority of the
insurrectichary party of Manitoba. That
authority onece recognized, the Government
wug placed in the dithiculty he foresnw at
the time, and to which he called the atten-
tion of the right hon. member for King-
gton at the time. It would be remembered
that he then asked the right hon. gentle-
wan if the Government intended to
recognize the delegutes, and was told In
_ reply that the Glovernment were bound to
hear the expression of epinion of any one
who camne from that country, but tley :
need not formally recognize them as com-
ing from the Provisional Government, He
found, Lowever, thot they had given this
recognition, and we had the fact laid before
us in the letter of the late Hon. Mr.
Hows, addressed to Father Ricmor, Mr.
Joux Brack and Mr, AnFrep ScotT, ag
follows :—
“Orrawa, April 26th, 1870,

" GENTLEMEN,—f have to acknowledge the
“receipt of your letter of the 22nd instant,
* stating that as delegates from the North-West
“to the Government of the Dominion of Can-
4 adla, you are desirous of having an esrly andi-
' aipee with the Government, and.am to inform
“ yon in reply that the Hon. Sir Jouw A, Mac-
 poNaLD and Sir GEo. Er. CARTIER have been
*¢ guthorized by the (Government to confer with
“ yon on the subject of your mission, and will'|
“‘be roady to receive you at eleven o'elock,

T have the honor to be,
¢ (Fentlemen, :
* Your most obdt. servant,
“(Signed,) JoserH Howe. ”
Not only was the existence of the Provis-
ional Government recognized in this
matter, but it was an absolute fact that the
authority of RIEL himself as Governor of
‘the territory, was also acknowledged, if we
were to believe the evidence set befors
ng. There was no reason to doubt
the entire truthfulness of the ARrcE-
BISHOP in giving his evidence. Tn the
first place because of his high ecclesiastical
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second place bocanse there was no mative
to justify any misrepresentation wpon the
subject,  The Artnmsgor said, as will be
funnd on page 77 of the blue book —

“I thon asked Sir (Rores who was to govern
the eountry, pending the arvival of the Lient.
Governor, awd if ho was to name gomebody $o
tlo so. He answered, “No, let Mr, DiEL con-
“tinva to maintain erder and govern the coun-
“try as he hos done up te the present inoment.

Right Hon. 8ir JOHN MACDONALD
enguired what the date of the interview
was ¢

Hon, Mr. MACKENZIE said it was
the 28th May, at all events the date was a
smull matter, as the circumstaice referred
to took place after the military expedition
had been determined upon, and in the
interval between the starting of the expe-
dition and the assumption of temporary
authority by General WoLssLy, pending
the arival of Governor ARcEIBALD.  The
evidence goes on to say :—

“ He asked me if T thonght that RiEn was
sufficiently powerful to maintain order. I sail
I thought be was., Then he answered, *f Let
* him comtinue till the Governor arrives. ' Ho
also inyuired whether Mr., Ries would reguire
that the Governor should talie authority as his
successor. I answered that he would not ; that
his Government was only a provisional one, and
that be wonld immediately withdraw when the
representative of Hem MaJesTy arrived. “Very
““well, ” said Bir GEORGE ; “*let him be at the
¢ hend of his people to receive tha Governor. ”
This gentleman who had usurped authority,
and whom the right hon. gentleman
opposite some years after this was exceed-
ingly anxious to catch, was apparently |
duly authorized by Sir GEORGE CaRTIER -
to continne the administration of the
affairs of the country as Governor, and
was aslced through the ARCHBISHOP to
meet the new Clovernor and receive him
[t the -head of his people. The House
might be told, and he had no doubt would
be told, that Sir Gieorge CarriEgr, who
unfortunately was not here, had no
authority to speak on behalf of the
Administration. In order to place this
heyond dispute, we had only to refer to
Sir Jouy Macpovalp's own evidence.
He said that the correspondence relating
to the North-West, of a confidential and
inconfidential charucter, were carried on
with Sir JouN himself until his illness,
after which they were carried on with Sir
George Carrtier. During the examina-
tion before the Committee, it transpired
that there was a private memorands

position and personal character, and in the
Hon, My, Mackenzie,

written by B8ir Guorce CarTIER, and



Frervary 11, 1875

gigmed by Tlis ExcpLiewcy, in regard to
which the right hon. member for King-
ston. had addressed His ExcErinwey,
suggesting that it might be published,
Tn reply, he received a communieation
from Hrs Excrnieney, in which the pas-
MLye ooeurs - -

©Aq, however, Sir Growas is dead, and 23 Le
drew up the memoramlum in question in his
capaciby of deting Minister of Justice, and ns
your foctm dencns during your absence and ill-
ness, I believe I shall be acting in accordance
with the rule recognized ander such ecircum-
atances, in granting the permission youn seek, to
have the document in question communicaterl o
the Committee, for which I have therefore given
the necessary directions,"”
That clearly disposes of two points-—in
the first place that there was an actual re-
cognition of & de fucte Government.
Lord Carwarvor tells us that there
ean - be no such thing as a re-
cognition of a ds facte Government within
Hrr Masrsty'ys dominions, Technically,
perhaps constitutionally, this may be
right ; still it is not to be denied that
these people exercised authority, and were
the de fucto Government of the country,
although legally and constitutionally they
had no right to appear there in that char-
acter. But they found the Administra-
tion, who were responsible for the peace
of the country, acknowledging the exist-
ence of this Government by, in the first
place, formally recognizing their delegates
and conferring with them ; and, secondly,
by the acting PREMIER actually giving di-
rections that .the President of the Pro-
visional (overnment should hand over his
authority in person to the LiEUTENANT-
GoveErNor when he should reach .that
country, Now, it was tolerably evident
that when these transactions were occur-
ring—he meant these conversations with
Bir GrorGE CArTIER and ARCHBISHOP
TacHE—it was quite evident that every-
thing connected with the death of Scorr
. wag perfectly known and understood ; the

rezponsibility for it could not be shifted,
nons of the incidents connected with the
tragic death of Scorr could be changed
for a moment, and Sir Grorer CARTIER,
during this time, was acting with the per-
“fect understanding that this matter had to
come up sooner or later. Now, they
found, as one of the next incidents, that
promises of amnesty were given most pro-
fusely, It was true that Lord Carwarvon
and ‘His ExcerLency in his despatches
both asserted that there was no proof in
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these documents of “promise of amnesty
having heen made—an absolute promise,
either by Her Masmary's Imperial repre-
sentative or those acting for him here.”
Now, while this wag technically true to
some extent perluhs—it was true so far as
Bir Jory Younae was concerned—it was a
mera evasion of the fruth fo say no
promise  was made
that an amnesty was to be given.
The evidence it this point was so abundant
that he would be undeér the necessity of
rewding extraets from it, in order to lay
the exact facts before the House, Now,
one word before proceeding to read the
evidence of promises made by gen-
tlemen administering the Government. It
wag quite true what was said in the Impe-
rial despateh of His Excenrgvcy that
such promises would not bind the Impe-
1ial Government, but he (Mr. MacKENZIE)
coneeived it was notto be said that pro-
mises made in this matter by the previous
Administration, sustained by the previous
Parlinment, must not command g certain
amcunt of respect from the present Admin-
igtration and the present Parliament. On
the contrary, he thought they were bound,
as I8 Bxceriency Earn Durreriy laid
down, to consider these promises. He
would paraphrase the passage from the
blue baok : “We are bound to consider all
such promises ; not to have them made
binding upon the House merely in a tech-
nical sense, bui to give them a fair and
literal interpretation.” This Government
was  equally  responsible, in one
sense, for the conclusion of present affairs,
with the Tmperial Government, and this
Government was bound from its know-
ledge of the local circumstances when per-
haps - the Imperial Government would
not feel itself so bound. e |would feel,
therefore, under the necessity of proceed-
ing to quote from the evidence laid befors
the House in the Dblue book, Bishop
Tacug left Rome early in January at the
instance of the Dominion Government, in
order to procoed on & mission of pacifica-
tion to the North-West. He loft uawil-
lingly, beecause he considered he had not
been very kindly treated on his way from
that country to the East at the time when
the disturbances were anticipated, but had
not’ actually breken out. Bishop Tacue
in his evidence befors the North-West
Committee, published in page 39 of the
blue book, says 1 —

39

in any guarter.
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' Tn my conversation with him I qnestioner
Sir (tkonar Cawrigr gbout Father Rrermot’s
report. T stated as fally as posuible what Father
Trierior huud tald me, and Sir Cieohen CARTIER
spid that is exactly what has fauken place,
Directly afterworvds T said to Sir (imorcw
Carriig, that Father Rrenor hal stated to me
that when he was with the delepates of the
Clovernuent, Sic Jorr A, Macnowany and Sir
Grorar CARTIER, Who hal been appointed to
negetiste with the delegatos of the North-west,
be bronght forward the 19th clause of the il
of Lights, and stuted it was the sine quo non of
an agreement hetween them and the Canmdian
Government. The delegates Sf the (fovernment
answered the North-west delegates, that the
thing wonld be settled afterwnrdy, and thet it
was the privilege of Hur MaJusty the QUEERN,
and not }nr the Canadian Government to grant
an amnesty, The delegates of the Provistonal
Government replied, We are come to treab
“with you, and are to decide with you what
“‘onmrse is to be taken,” Then Hir GrORCE
Canter or Siv Jouxw A, MicporarD said:
“ We will show you how to proceed to obtain
“what you require,” ¢‘No,” replied Mr.
Ricuor, “I sm to deal with nobody butb you
“If yousre not in a poaition to decide the whole
“ matter, T will go kuome. I came to seitle the
s Jifficulty with the Government, and havin
o receim:d)r my instructions, I eannot procee
“ except the proposals are in accordance with
“tha instructions I have received.” Then tha
dclegates of the Governmeut answered Mr
RicHor and the other delegates of the North-
west, that they were in a positiou to guarantee
the granting 0¥ an amnesty, and to assure them
that the amnesty wnuld be proclaimed, and
would reack the country before they did. They
further said that they would waittill the passing
of the bill they were going to prepare, before
they made the proclamation.

*The delegates from the North-Wesh con-
gidered there was nothing further to be done
upon this point, That is what I reported to
Rir GroreE as having been the statement of
Father Ricror to the people of Manitoba.  Bir
GEORGE said : *That 1s true ; the thing hasnot
“'Yeen changed. We are waiting for the pro-
* clamation every day, and if you remain for a
. “few woeks, it will arrive before you leave.”

He proceeds :

18ir GEorek CARTIER was in Moatreal, aml
Sir Joun A, MacpowaLD was sick and could not
attend to business. So mext morning I started
for Montreal, where I eaw Sir GEORGE E. CaR-
rER 3 1 had many interviews with him, and I

asked hirm if the report of Father RicHoT was
correet, and he said it was.”

Sir JOHN MACDONALD desired the
hon. gentleman to mention to the House
the fact that e (81r. Jomny) was taken ill
on Gth May, and was ill all summer.

Hen, Mr, MACKENZIE—I am quite
aware of that, and if the hon. gentleman
merely wishes to avoid personal responsi-
bility—

Hon, Mr, Mackensie,
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Sir JOHN MACDONALD—Ng, no;
I want the fact stuted.

TTon. Mr. MACKENZIE, in reply,
said he lLiad stated at the early part of his
remarks that Sir Guorce CARTIER was
formally, aud by seniority in the Council,
appointed and entitled to net as the locum
tenans of the Prawier, There was another
point. It was snid—supposing it were
true that a promise of amnesty had been
made.  Wag that promise to cover every-
thing? It must be noticed that when
this conveisation teok place, ScorT had
been dead for several months, and ull the
events were known., Dut the truth was
that bofore Archbishop Taces went up at
all, ke claimed in his evidence that he was
authorized to offer an amnesty for proxi-
mate events, as he appeared to have point- %
ed out that It was quite possible thak
something might happen before he could
reach there. Archbishop TacHE said, on
page 18 1

1 understood from the tenor of the conver-
sution that the amnesty would apply to acts
cormitted after that date {1 mean the date of
the conversation} as well as hefore ; in fact that
it should apply to all acts up to the time of my
arrival, provided that the people should consent
to unite with Canada. One of the ministers,
Sir GEORGE CARTIER, said to me :—% Tha Gov-
“ernment has made many mistakes, and we
¢ cannoct be anr]‘)rised that the population should
“ ralke some mistakes upon their side, Assure
¢ them that the disposition of the Government

* towarda them is such that they may rely upon
 us with perfect security.” '

Now, on the same page, the evidence

‘proceeded :

“Any other conversation I had was with Sir
Joux Macponarn, who again impressed me
with the neceanity of informing the people of
the good intentions of the Government towards
them. I snid to him then, “This is all very
“well, but there have been nets commibted
““which are blameworthy,and there may be some
‘‘gthers before my arrival there, May I promise
‘‘them an amnesty.” Heanswered me: —*Yes,
“yon may promise it to them.” T snbseguently
asked him 1o give me in writing the substance
of the conversation that had passed betweon us.
This war before I left Ottawa. It was then that
Sir Joun MACDONALD wrote me the letter dated .
the 16th February, 1870.7 °

That letter would not be found to eavry
out the ipsissima verba of that report of
the conversation. There was another.
remarkable matter connected with th,i{
point of the subject, The ARrcusisHoP,
after going np to the North-West, acting
as the delegate of this Government,
returned to Canada, and it was after he
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came back that some of the conversation
took place. e was invited by 8ir GrorcE
CARTIER to accompany him to Niagars.
They travelled a certain distance togethor.
It was pressed on the ArcuBisHoP that it
wouldl be better for him to puss through
the States ;: he landed at Oswego,
travelled overland to Buffalo, and went
from Buffalo te Niagara. While at
Niagara he endeavored to obtain the
assurance of His ExcerpENcY the Gov-
ERNOR-GENERAL in the sense of confirming
the promise he had obtained from His
ExceLiescy’s advisers, and it was while
there he obtained the first hint, he tells
us, that, even If an ammesty should be
proclaimed, it was likely that a distinction
must be made between zome of those con-
cerned in the Red River difficulties. He
gaid in his evidence :— . :

I drew the attention of Sir GroreE Cak-
TIER to this observation of Mr. Turvirire's. I
took him aside, and said : * What is the mean-
ing of this ¥’ Sir GEorReE CARTIER replied,
My, TurviLLE 13 a nice man, but he knows
nothing about these matters, so you meed not
be uneasy about what he says,” That satisfied
ms that the amnesty had not heen withdrawn,
but the statement gave me a little uneasiness
on that point. So afterwards, when I aguin
met 8ir GEoRaE, I again spoke about Mr, Tur.
VILLE'S observation, when he gave ms about
the sams answer, and assured me there was no
danger to be apprehended for any one of those
goncerned in the troubles, He also asaured ms
that the smnesty would come soon, and that it

would be of an absolute and general character.™,

Father RicmoTs evidence was also ex-
ceedingly explicit upon this point. He
sald: - i

T left. Red River on the 24th of March,
1870, [this was twenty days after the murder
of 8cort], and arrived in Ottawa en the 1lth
~ April. 'Wo had interviews with two members

of the Canadian Government, who were delega-
ted by their colleagues to treat with ns.
Father Ricmor next spoke of the inter.
view, and said ;-

“I was in company with Mr. Bracr, This
was on the 23rd. The amnesty was then ireat-
ed of. Wa treated of matters in general, but I
said the first thing was the amnesty, and that
without it nothing could be.done.  Sir JoHN
wiz present at the time. The hon, gentleman
told me that the amnesty did not rest with Can-
aia, but that they would find means to arrange
the matter. Sir Grorce said these were only
preparatory interviews with a view to arrang-
ing the matter.” '

Further on witness proceeds :

“I was with Mr. Brack ; Sir Jory A, Mac-
DonaLD and Sir Grorge CARTIER were present,
The interview took -place at Sir GRoRGE'S
houss. They told me these interviews were
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semi-official.  The hon, gentleman wished on
that day to treat for arrangements, but I rofus-
ed, complaining that I bad no wrilten acknow-
ledgment of my position an delegate, and 1
desired to know with whom T wag to comnmuni-
cate. I desired bo know how I was looked upon.
The hon. gentleman said I woa suificiently
recognized by wbat had taken place aiuxl whaf
had been said in the House, I then instated on
having a written acknowledgment of my sewius
The amnosty was spoken of on the 23th.”

It would be observed Ly the House that
Mr. HowE's letter was, dated 26th April,
thus showing that the Government, in the
first place, endeavored to treat with the
delegates without recognizing their status,
but Father Ricior insisted on that being
done prior to negociations being entered
upon. Acecordingly, Mr. Howe wrote the
letter of the following day.  Futler
RicHoT, in his evidence, said ; —

1 aaid we mig}nh gpeak on i, but wa could
gottle nothing definitely ss to that matter. I
said the sine gua now of a0 agreement was a gen-
eral amnesty. The Hon. Ministers said they
wonld five me an shswer on the following day.
They also said we ﬁiva you the means of obtain-
ing an amneaty, but they did not state pesi-
tively what those mesns were.”

On page 71 of the blne boock Father
Ricror's evidence is as follows :

¢ The Minister zaid in reply to our queations
that they were in a position to assure wa that
an amnesty would be granted immediately after
the passing of the Manitoba Bill. The nine-
teenth clause of our inatructions is as follows 7

‘*That all debtz contracted by the Provis-
“jongl Government of the Territory of the
* North-West, now called Assiniboia, in conse-
* quence of illegal and unconsidered “measures
* adopted by Canadian Officisls to bring abont
' oivil war in our midst, be paid out of the
* Dominion Tressury ; and that none of the
# Members of the Provincial Government or
© any of those acting under them be in any way
*¢ held liable or responsible with regard to the
“ movement or any of the actions which led to
¢¢ the present negociations. ”

That 19th clause was referred to in
Father Ricuor's evidence as the sing guia
non. He then procedds:

# ] naked that this olause should form part of
the Bill, but they replied that it was not expe-
dient that it should form &J&l‘t of the Bill, inas-
mnch as the Bill belonged o the House, whils
the amnesty was a matler for the adminisfra-
tion. I asked for & written sssurance, hut they
answered that it woas not necessary, and that
we might trust to their word. They also said
there would be no difficulty whatever, with
tegard to the amnesty, and that it wasa matter
which rested with the Crown. We then went
on discussing the othermatters of our mission.
That was all that wag then said with regard to
the amnesty. Thef' did not epeak at all with
regard to the proclamation of December 6th,
1289. They told me it would be an insult to
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Hpem Maspery if they mave ma a written gua- |
i i7 (¥}

rantoe,  They sad thaé i o wrlrben promise of
$he amnest s wuen eqmired befure the pasding
of the Muaikabe Bil ik wonkl be loposing con-
ditions on the Crown”

The witness goes o to stake
Y

& Phe nexh inturview wos on the 30th,  The
threo itelegdes meb Sir Gropes Caern ;) Sie
Jurs A, Macoovann was still @l We spoke
of the amnesty,  Lnwedintdy afbor the inber-
view I took notus of what had been sald, T
maile notes alber all our inferviews,  The note
refurriug to the intcrview of the 3Gth is as fol-
lows :— A word ahout the mnnesty all in the
same sense,” 1 remember Sir Geonor told me
not to be unoay, for everything would be
granted as it had ﬁmn promiged.”

Again he snys :

¢ After the interview with tho GovERNoOR
Gexgral awl Siv Cursron Munpocr, 1 had an
interview with Sir GEorer CARTIER, Who ssled
ma if I had not heen content with the resnlia of
the interview which I had just had with His
Exceuiescy and 8ir Coiwroy.  Itold him I was
suificiently pleased if what they stated regurd-
ing the granting of the amnesty were put in
writing,  $ir (inoras then replied the British
CGiovernment and the Government of Canada
would treat our people like spoiled childven,
anl give them move than they expected.”

Then, further on, theve is the following
evidence on page 77, as part of the con-
versation thas took pluce during the inter.
view on the 23th :

+ Tha resume of what Sir Gmoree told me is
this, **You have obtained all you desired;
“your amnesty will be proclaimed ; it will be
t“there before the EUTENANT-GOVERNOR

¢t grpives. In the ineantime tell your people
“ o remuin quiet and to fear nothing, * % ¥
1.4 w - *

I told him that I had
expected mysell to briug a proclamation of
amnesty with the Manitoba Act. He told me
that what I had was equivalent to the prosla-
mation of an amnpesty, as an amnesty would
arrive before any other anthority in the North-
West, and that meanwhile RI1EL was master and
had nething to complain of. I saw Sir GEorgE
several timnes. He said he had a very plain
reagon for not giving me any more definite writ-
ten gtatements, which was that the Canadian
Govermmnent could not give the amnesty them-
selves ; that the proclamation of the (rovernor
wae suificient, and that he could nob give a
bettor one. ‘'The reason he gave me to sign the
petition myself to the QUEEN, was in order that
ihe Government and the Governor might not be
compremised. He told me that on account of
the excitement of feeling it was advisable to
$ake all the means possible, which would arrive
st the same end withont exciting prejudices ;
that in a country like this, whers there were
different intevests and several parties, provided
yout arrived ab the same end, it was advisable to
fake those means which wonld least run counter
to the opicions of some of the people. That
secondly, the mesns he was taking to have the
annesty proclaimed was the safest and quickest
way of obtaining the desired result without
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creating dissatisfaction ; that by all that had
aueirrel i owr Interviews, I should see that
thelr »wn interests more than ours were tu Liave
an amesty proclaimeld ; that they had com.
meneel the graml woile of Coufederation 5 that
without anesty all their work would be lost,
aml thit the people in the North-West were to
romain  trouguil vatil the amnesty  should -
nrrivae.
= * * * #*

L} *

S gokd wie Guoron that T helieved what he
sadd, but wias very anxious to have i belioved
up there.  Then he suid, “Assure Rrrn and his
“fllowers that the amnesty will cortainly be
“granted, aml that if he wishes to rellect he will
‘e that we have more interest than he in
stgranting the amnesty.”

Mr. Macxevzie saldl. he must apo-
logize to the House for entering so much
into detail, but he wished to point out
that it was not a stray expression, not &

! meve remembrance of words dropped in

couversation, but by a continuons line of
conversations and sucecessive and continu-
ony interviews, it was the sole subject of
discussion; that there was no possibility
of being mistaken, and that the evidence
showed conclusively that those people
were led to Lelieve thot what they asked
would undoubtedly be granted. But
Lesides, we have in Father Ricror's afli-
davit, sworn on 19th Movember, 1873, He
80y i—

“Oun the 26th April, 1870, the negotiations
were begun by toking into consideration the list
of rights brought Ly the delegates, and which
hus served as the basis for the Manitoba Act;
that besides the Manitoba Aet, &e., agreeably
to the nineteenth section of the listof rightas,
the delagates demanded, as o sine qua non of
the arrangements, a general amnesty for all acts
done or anthorized by the Provisional Govern-
ment.” .

And then he declares in the affidavit:—

#That the Hon. Sir Jouxy A, MacpDoNaLD
and Sir Gro. E, CARTIER, after stating that the
amnesty fid not vest with the Government of
Ottawa, daeclared that they were in a position
to sssure us that it was the intention of Her
MaJESTY to grant the amnesty, and that they
wonld take upon themselves to proclaim it, that
in fact it would be proclaimed immediately nfter
the passing of the Manitoba Act.”

He mervely quoted that affidavit sl-
though it was a repetition of the evidence
given by Father Ricuor, in order to show
that when under oath that reverend gen-
tleman made precizely the same statement
as when he gave his evidence. Then the
House had a corrcborative statement in
the evidence of Mr. Grrarp. It would be
observed that the delegates, returning io
Manitoba, proclaimed far and near to
their people, in order to reassure them;
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the good intentions of the Government
towards the people of the North-Waest ;
that the promise of amnesty was as full
and conplete as anything could be, and
there was no reagon to doubt the good
Lfaith of the Government in the motter.
Mr. Gnaznp, after stating that he wrote
to Sir Geonee Canrrier in the Full of
1870, proceeded to suy (—

¢ In these letbers I described the condition of
the country, and urgetl strongly upon Sir
GroraE tho nscessity for an amnesty.

I received answers to paveral of these let-
terg-——1 think to all of them. His answer was
to requesat me to be sure that the amnesty would
coma. Tell your penple to romain quiet and
keep order.

“1 wrote to Sir CroneE as well in my capa-

city of a minister as the sole representative of
the French element ; and also ns a friend, I
have nob those answers from Sir Grorar here ;
they are at Winnipeg. In these letters to ma
he remarked also when recommending quist,
that the enemies of the peopls would be grati-
fled if they put themselves in the wrong by
acting otherwise, and so deprive themselves of
the benefit f their position. He desired me to
tell them 4o adhere to their dut’y and that the
amnesty would inevitally come,”
At tlie same interview, promises were
made with respect to the expenditure by
the insurrectionary leaders, and there was
no question now of the fact that the late
Administration did promise absclutely to
pay the Hudson’s Bay Company forall the
storeswhich were seized by theleaders of the
insurrection during their short reign.

8ir JOHN A. MACDONALD—-No,
If the Hudson's Bay Company should set
up any claim for payment of stores, then
the Government would stand between
the insurgents and all barm,

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE—The Com-
peny has set up a claim, and perhaps the
hon. gentleman would state who had to
stand between the parties now. If the
hon. gentleman had no regard for his
political promises, he (Mr, Mackexzig)
must have regard thereto. Here were
the expressions that Archbishop Tacue
stated to bave been used to him :—

“Bhould the question arise as to the con-
sumption of any stores or goods belonging to
the Hudson's Bay Compauy by the insurgents,
you are authorized to inform the Ieaders that
if the Company’s CGovernment is restored, not
only will tgere be & genoral amnesly granted,
but in ¢ase ths Government should claim the

ayment for such stores, that the Canadian
overnment will stand between the insurgents
and all harme,
But who was to stand between the Trea
sury and all harm? Would the leader of
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the Opposition do so? Mr, Giranp,
speaking of Siv Guorce Carrrer's lotter
to him aboyt the amnesty, said :

“I was then engaged in my election, and I

made those communicatione very generally
known among the people, as well in my county
a5 elsewhere. I made extracts from these
lotters and circulated them ameng the peemlo;
and I consider that they had a powerful efuct
in calining the people, and pres@rving peace wul
good order. think I can find these letiers,
and, if T can, I will transmit them to the
Chairnan. .
With regard to the effect produced by the
promises made, Arehbishop TACHE stated
in his letter to Sir Joun Yoowe, of date
23rd July, 1870 ;

“The promise of an amnesty haslargely con-

tributed to obtain the result secured K:’ul I
not heen convinced myself that an amnesty
waould be granted ; had I not brought the people
to partake of my conviction, the mission intrist-
ed to me by the Government of Your Excrr-
1ENCY would certainly not be erowned with the
success obtained.”
There was another phase of this matter
which he proposed to deal with, It woull
be recollected that the right hon. gentle-
man opposite made a pilgrimage through
Ontario in 1873. It was not, to be sure,
a very successful one ; on the contrary it
wag very disastrous o him.  During that
pilgrimage he (Mr. MACRENZIE) was accus-
ed of making capital out of the execu-
tion of Bcorr. He declared that he
never did make dapital ocut of it
He had expressed his honest convie-
tion in Parlisment and out of it, as
he was prepared to do on all seeasions and
on every topic. Gentlemen would search
his speeches in 1872 in vain for anything
to prove that charge. But what was the
course of the right hon. gentleman oppo-
site? Why, as he went west his language
became bolder, and lLe was able at last
when he reached the western confines of
Onteario, to characterize the execution of
Scorr as & murder, and to express his
anxions desire to catch the murderer that
he might be punished. Let ug see what
took place. The general election of 1872
began in August and continued well an
in September. In December, 1871, we
find the hon, gentleman opposite proposed
to Mr. RiEr, through the Archbishop, that
he should leave the country, and he (Sir
Joux} would pay him $1,000, The Arcn-
BISHOP, in his evidence before the North-
west Committee, statey

*1 came to Canada Getober 5th, 1871, I saw
fir GromaE in Montreal and Quebec, and he
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spoke to mo aliout rEn's leaving the conntry,
anil ke strmgly advmed me to use my infu-uce
to met Linrn to lewve thie conutry for o wiile.
i way in Oebober or Novenmber, 1871 I told
Bir Grorew that I osgroed in his opinion, but
that it was extremely Jditlieult for me to interfore,
as { hatl been wo bu.lllly treated, being deceived
abont the annesty.  1e nriged we, suying, I
was the pastor of the people,” ol he iucisted so
piech, thot L ot last sabl I would oy, but 1
anid, © You vmest rencnber thet man is poor ;
#his mothor i a widow with four youny girls
“tangd three young boys, and she bus no means
“of support, espevially when ber eldest sen is
*away. He himsel! has ouly labor for his sup-

* port, and I do not think 1t is fair to ask him -

“to leave hia home withowt some comypensstion
 or gome means of traveiling,” “That is tias,”
spid Sir GrokcE, ™ we will see sboub fhut.”
He then asked me if I wenld go to Ottowa.
“Yay,” maidd F, I infend %o be there the
beoginning of December.” ** Then,” said he,
“we will gettly the matter there.” I came to
Ottawa the beginning of December. Sir GROKGE
also cams, and then [ saw him and Sir Jony. I
had several conversations with both of them,
but one of them especially I remeniher with Sir
Joux ; it wan on the 7th lacember, about noon,
in hig office. 1 do not remember who bepan,
but be insisted that I should advize RIEL.to
leave the countiy for a while, and added these
words, so far as I ean recollect them': *If you
‘' can sucered in keeping him out of the wuy for
“n while, I will make higs case mine, andI
“will earry the point.” The question
of ammesty hes cansed me so0 much

ain already that I thought 1 would be juatified
Ex using all honest means to secure 3ic Jonx's
assistance in the granting of the amnesty, and
it was on that grennd, and on that ground oxly,
thet I promised, as 1 did then promise Bir Jouy,
that I would endenvor to persuade RIEL to leave
Red River for a while. 1 made to 3ir JoHn the
same ohservation which I had already made to
Rir GEORGE, ahout the necessity of giving some
moeney to RIELif he were asked to leave the
country. It was agreed by Sir Jouw that they
would do something about that matber. That
he would consult with 8ir Grokre¢E and give me
an gnawer sfterwards, I got an answer, dated
27th December, 1871, from Sir Jouw, which I
produce, under the direction of the Committee,
aa follows

_ {No. 30.}
 (Trivate and strietly Confidential.)

# Orrawa, December 27, 1871,

4 My Drar Lorp ArcEsmnor,—I have been
“ gble o make the arrangement for the indi-
¢ yidual that we have talked about.

* I now send you a sight draft on the Bank
i pf Mé'ntreal for $1,000. I need not press npon
“your Grace the .importance of the money
¢ heing paid to him periodically (say monthly
“ or quarterly), and not in a lump, otherwise
“ the money would be wasted, and our embar-
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‘f rassment begin again,  The payment should
“fgpread over o your. :
+¢ Believe ma, Your (iroce's
f Very obelicnt servant,

“* Sigued,) Joiry A, Macpowarn,”

¢ His Girace
“The Archhishop of
‘it Boniface, Montreal,”

He was sure the hon. gentleman would
not expect him to pass over this Lranch of
the subject without mentioning a little
incident. About the same time that this
letter was written, he (Mr. MackeNziz)
joined the Government of the hon. mem-
ber for Beuth Bruce in Ontario, and =
short time after this letter was written, a
resolution was passed in the Legislature
of Ontario, offering a reward of $5,000
for the apprehension of these men, This
was in Junuary or February, 1872, and
the letter of the MINISTER oF JUSTICE,
sending the $1,000, was dated December,
1871, and in August, 1872, we found the
right hon. gentleman proclaiming over the
country that we had driven these men
out of the country by the offer of the
reward, and consequently he was unable
to catch them. No doubt—in fact, he.
must believe it—the right hon. gentleman
had forgotten that he had sent $1,000 to
induce RizLto leave the country. Awrch-
bishop Tacur further stated in his evi-
dence :—

*Ileft Montreal on the 2nd January, and
at & station between Prescott and Sarnia, I
received a letter from Sir Groras, which I
have not with me, and I do not know whether
it i# in existence. In this Sir Gzorer slluded
to the draft which had been sent me by Bir
Joun, and stated that it would be advisable
that Leerive should leave also, and that the
meney should be divided between the twe.”

Further on he stated :—

*¢ It was thon that I saw Lieutenant-Governor
ARCHIBALD on the subject of money. There
were conversations between the LisuTeNaxT-
GiovERNOR of Manitoba and myself on the sub-
ject. The LiguTenant-GovERSOR called on

Ir. 8xrTH, and, in my presence, ssked if he
could furnish the funds, which, of course, he
said would be re-imbursed by the Canadian
Government. I named at firat £800 aterling to
the GoVERKOR as the sum reguired by RIEn
and LEPINE for themselvés and their families.
The Goverxvor asked Mr. Syt to lend £500
sterling, I mentioned that I had $1,000 at my
dizpossl, withont mentioning the source, and
thus the sum to be farnished by Mr. SarrtTe
wag recduced to £600 sterling. underetood
that the advance was asked of and made by Mr.
BmMITH in his capacity of agent for the Company
who were the bankers for the Territory.  Mr.

1
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SurrH eail he could, and did, in fact, furnish
£600 sterling. It waws handed to me, and I
added to the amount, out of the $1,000 before
mentioned, a little over $200, to make up
$1,600 a plece for RieL and LEri¥n, which -
gave them in accordance with their demand, to
enable them to go and live outside the Territory.
The remainder of the $1,000 I kept in the bank
of the Company to be used as required for the
support of their families, and it was 8o naed, I
wrote the letter which they had asked of me,
and I produce a eopy, dated 10th February,
1872, * * ¥ I am certain that the
LievteNaNt-GovErxor and the Ottawa Govern-
ment would repay the money. That moncy
waa furnished under the directions of Uovernor
ARCHIBALD.”

Now, he did not intend to make any com-
ments at all upon that transaction, further
than was pertinent to the subject in hand;
but he had merely to =ay that it was an
element in the consideration of this case
when theyfound the Minisrer or JusTice
who was responsible for the administra-
tion of Justice, who was also the kead of
the Government, deliberately entering into
an mrrangement with hiz own ambassador
to furnish funds to enable these parties to
leave the territory. It would be exceed-
ingly difficult, after that transaction—as a
very eloquent Canadian writer wrote not
long age—to bring the mon fo trial with-
out placing the MiNrsTER oF J U5TiCE in the
dock along with them, He now came to
consider another question,—another part
of the question rather—which, to his mind
was even of more weight in considering
what the House should do in this case
than the events he had mentioned. That
was the conduet of several parties
in the North-West -— the (ovERNOR
and the Government—in econnection
with the Fenjan raid in the Provinee,
He wonld leave it to legal gentlemen in
this House to say what was to be said of
promises made by the Chief Magistrate
of a country, under such circumstances,
It was held, he knew, a3 a principle in
ordinary constitutional law, that where a
Government necepts the services of parties,
and induces them to risk their lives, that
that would undoubtedly act 2s a condona-
tion of the offences of all such persons, if
Implicated in a movement of this charac-
ter. That he merely mentioned for the
cousideration of legal gentlemen; but le
did say, whether this was really the law
or not, whether it was to Le understood
a3 the law of nations, or nnt; as a law of
Great Britain, or not; ss a matter that
binds the Crown or does nob bind the
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Crown techhically, there could be no ques-
tion, as Lovd Carvarvor remarked, that it
would be impossible to consider the sen-
tences of these men, with a view to com-
mutation, without considering the circum-
gtances brought to light in connection with
them; and whether the Imperial Govern-
ment should deem these circumstances as
of sufficient weight or not, this Houss, he
had ne Lesitation in sayving, and this Gov-
ernment, should consider, how far they
should palliate the circumstances which
the Courts of Justice haid now recognized
and characterized. Mr. CGiRaArp'z evi-
dencc ou this point was as follows:—

**I recollect the Fenian raid. Y was then in
the Government. I remember the armrival near
the fort of the budy of Metis numbering perhaps
400 or 500, perhapa one-third mounted and the
rest dismounted. The greater part were armed.
Rier, Lepive and PAREXTEAT appeared to be
jointly in eommand of them, ose three
seemeod to be on an equal footing,

1 informed the Lieutenant-Governor of their
arrival, at the request of Mr. Rovay, then Spea-
ker of the Assemqbly.

+¢1 told him that the Metis wanted tomeest him
either in the fort or on the other side of the river.
I told him that RIEL and his friends were there.
Hoa congnlted me whether it wonld be better to
meet them in the fort or on theriver. I recom-
mended him to see them at the river, He
agrecd. We crossed the river ; I in arowboat;
the Governor in a scow on horschback, accom-
panied by Captain Macpoxvarp I think, We
came close to them, and I then said to the Gov-
ernot that these men were ready to go to the
front to defend their country; thereupon the
Governor spoke to them saying, that he received
their offer and had much satisfaction in mestin
them, ) :

'+ Afterwards there was a sort of salute fired
and cheering on both sides of the river. )

 Afterwards he went with me ameng the
erowd at the river snd I, Rovan and Dueve,
introdueed him to the prominent men, amongst
whorn was Rimr. I ‘introduced Rien aa the
man whom the half-breeds had chosen as their
chief for the occasion. I thought it would be
better not to give the name of R1EL to the Gov-
ernor. This E curred to my own mind on
the way acrose the river. It had not in any
way been discuszed, :

‘“ I suppesed ho anderstood it waz Rrer.

*CGlovernor ARCHIBALD shoolk hands with
BreL when introduced to him in the way T have
deseribed,

*Mr, Dusve introduced AMEROISE LEFING
by bis nama as a prominent ‘man and the Gov-
ernor alsn shook hands with him.

‘' PARENTEAU was also introduced by name,
and the (tovernor shook hands with him,

“ Rimn was the first introduced.

“ Affer the Introduections, Ry addressed
the Governor publicly saying thet he was thera
with hia friends to offer their service in defence
of the country sgainst all enemies;, and asking
the Goveriior to aceept theit services,
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“The (invernor thanked him very warmuly
for that olfer of service, sud told him it was
recuived with much pleasure,

1ie did unot know that it was necesswy
to remd very mncl move wpon this parti-
culer point. The fact was establislicd by
tie evidenos that he had. vead, that the
(overnor accepted the services of thoese
purtios and thanked thew for turning out,
pat it did not develope the fact that the
(overnov apprehended serious  danger
nnless he felt himself able to rely upon the
asuistanee that the Metiy could give him.
Father Ricnors évidence, on page 89,
‘hag this:

I wrote a letter to the Licutenant-Governor
upon the oceasion of the {'Donchue Fenian
raid. T have a copy of the letter which I cun
priluce. The Lientenant-{rovernor then wroto
nie o note stating that ke desired to see me.
have nob the letter of Mr. Archibald in which
Lie asks o see me, I went to mee him, This
was on the 4th October, 1871, His ExcrLiENCY
gaid he wanted to kuow what attitude the
Freneh pepulation would take on the occasion
of the Fenian invasirnn. Hiy JxeBLLExXCY
stabed that he wus quite paisuaded from what
he Lad seen that the I'rench population was
layal, but that wnder the circumstances such as
those which presented themselves, it was hia
duty to have exuct information of what was
going onin the Province, He said if the pupula-
tion showed itself loyal, there would be noth-
ing to fear frcjm the Fenians, whatever might
e their numbers ; but if, on the contrary, part
of tue population was hostile to the anthorities,
the countey would be lost, because when
divisions took place in a camyp nothing could be
pone.  He said if they could trust to that part
of the Metis or half-Lroeds near the frontier,
they had nothing.to fear ; consequently, he
wanted to know from me if 1 was in o posttion,
living amongst the Freneh half-breeds as I did,
to tell him positively if he could count on them,
and thot I “answered him that it was
quite certain that he could cdunt on them,
snd that [ had seen the leaders of them, amongst
whom was RigL, and that they themselves were
anxious to know what attitude the author-
ities would take on the occasion of the inva-
sion by the Fenians, also
they oaly waited for word to go to the front if
renuired, and to place themselves in a position
tn meet that invasion whatever it might be, I
stated that in RigL's opinion it was » measare
of precantion which should bo taken imme-
diately. Hia ExcerLrscy commissioned me to
fell the French Canadion half-breeds, and espe-
cially RrEL, that he wonld be very happy to see
them giving their help o the aunthorities, |
then obzerved to ITis Excmupescy  that e
(2orc) was very perpleXed becanse iz friends
told him that if he went forwavd and showe:l
bhimself he would expose himself tn be killed,
that any action bie wonld take would be bindly
jnterpreted, and that there were warrants out
against him, and that ha conld be arvestéd the
vary momént he wag it arma or elsewhirn, if e
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appeared in a publio sssembly. His. Excrn-
LENCY swid there was no danger #f all, and that
anEJ stepa in that divcetion would ho well con-
siderail, and that it was a good time for RurL to
prove his loyalty., His Excmnoiney alse said
that it would be o further ocension fur the
hastening of the granting of an ammesty, and
that it was the time to prove that what had
been said against him was falve, I promised to
communicate what he had said to llinrn, and
that on the very next day e would have news
of my migsion, Then atter that [ met friends,
who nbserved to me that Hier's friends would
not allow him to go forward unless there would
e something in writing, saying that RieL would
not be ill-treated.  Upon this T took tlie liberty
of writing the following letter to Mr. ARcILi-
BALD,

Then follows the letter and assurance:
given by the Governor that the actual
circumstances would be convidered and no
harm would come tothem. Amnd then the
two principal men address the following
letter to His KxcELLENCY @

# 81 Vrrar, 7th Octbober, 1871,

S Mav 1T PLEASE Your EXuELLENCY,—We
“* have the lonor of intorning you that we hivh-
|y appreciate what Yove Excrnueyey hes
¢ heen plensvd to communicate to the Reoverend
“ Father Rircuor, in order that we might be
* Lietter able to assist the people, in the excep-
i tional position they have been placed in, fo
“ answer your appeal. Agseveral trustworthy
*¢ persons have been requested to inform you,
' the answer of the I&?{stis hea been that of
*! fuithful subjects. Saveral cempanies have
* already been organiZed, and others are in
¢ process of formation. o

“ Yory EXcrrimyey mny . vest assured that,
““ without being enthusiastic, we have heen
“ devoted. )

‘8o long as our mervices countinue to be
¢ required, you may rely on us,

“* 'Weo have the honor,
&, &, &o.,

“Simmed, ) “ Lotrs Rigr,
¢ “ A D. Lermxn
his
g ' IEREE X PARENTEAU.
#« To the Hon, Mark,

¢ Adama (. Archibald,

- ¢ Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoha.”
Now, it was quite possible that Governor
Aroareaip might have exagperated the
danger of the oceasion. ¥e might have
been wrong in asspming that the Provinee
would be overaun by The Fenians unless
he obtained the suppord of there men and
thelr nssocindes, but whethor be was so or
uwb, hie was there as the representative’ of
this Govermnont, and as such, it was his
duty to loke mensures to keep the peace.
He chose to ignore all thathad passed and
invitad thehr assistincd to repel the threat-
L ehad intasiod, aid that slrcnmitange R
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be taken into consideration when Parlia-
ment were about to determine the amount
of punishment to be given to them for the
offences they committed. Ile wonld not
rend Governor ARCHIBALD'S evidence, but
would simply content himself with para-
phrasing it,  Governor ARCHIBALD stated
in bis evidence that he did apprehend seri-
ous danger, that the services of these men
were tendered, that as the representative
of Her Masmsty he had aceepted their
services pro lem., and these men enteind
into the service expecting to reup the
reward usually given to men under such
cirenmstances, and placed in such a posi-
tion. There was one point that he (Mr,
Macxnyziz) neglected to notice in connec-
tion with the promised amnesty. They
found repeated evidence in Mr. LaNGEvIN'g
deposition, as well as in the deposition of
the Archbishop, that Sir Joun A. Mac-
DONALD intended to go to England imme-
diatcly after the sesgion, and that he
expeeted then to be able to settle the ques-
tion ~ of amnesty, and very much
relinnce appeared. to have been placed
upon this by the several parties
interested. Now, he had only a very
few words to say on another point. It
was tolerably evident that when frequent
communications take place, with people
charged with such erimes, by the members
of the Government, even if they were not
of so serifous an import as those referred
to, such communications must have their
weight. It would be remembered that
among the disasters of the Conservative
party in the general elections of 1873, the
Iate Bir Grorae E. Carricr-was defeated
in Montreal. It would also be remem-
bered that two candidates were before the
electors of Provencher, in Manitoba—
Attorney-Genersl CLarkE and Lovia Rign
—and we find that & series of communica-
tions passed between the membegrs of
the Administration here, including the
Premier ond Governor ARCHIBALD, in
reference to the withdrawal of these two
candidates, in order that Sir GEoren
CARTIER might take the seat. Archbishop
TacHE in his evidence stated :—

#“Wlen we heard in Manitoba thab 8ir George
hal bheen defeated, I received a letber fron
Lieut.-Gloverior Archilald either the Jrd or 41k
Feptember, 15872, which I produce :

Thursday morning, Sth Bepteinber, 1572,

My Dear Atchbishop,—Néw o néver, Io

Hoh, M. Medekonsle,

T ¢ labion,
| ywhich, heing already made, can gain no
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not let the chanco, which will never rocur, be
lost,  Could yon seo me to-day.
" Yours very sincerely,

{Signed,) A, G Axcrasacp,
“Iiis Grace the Archbishop.”

“#0n the same day I went to him who ex-
plained to me that it secmed o him that iy
would be highly advisable that Riel (who was
then a candidate for Provencher) should retire
and allow Rir George to be elested, Tsnid I
would try and ses Riel and ascertain his views.
The Governor sail that this woulld bind Sir
George so tightly that he conld not help doing
aven more alterwards than he had done towards
the amnesty. I aaw Riel and advised him to
retire, giving him the same reasons, and also
othor ressons on hehalf of his country,  He told
me t.36 personally he would have no hesitation,
that Le understood perfeetly well that it would
be for the acvaniage of Manitoba to have s rep-
resentative in the Cabinet, but that he was naot
%zlite sure his friends wonld view the matter in

e same light. and that in orvder to satisf
them he must have snme guarantee that the kali-
bresds would ot be overlooked. He gave me,
in writing, his conditions of withdrawal in favor
of Zir George, Ireturned to Mr. Archibald, and
sbated the conlitions, and myself wrote at hie
desk a translation made by himself, and which

he waa o bave telegraphod to Sir George.”

Then Lieutenant- Governor ARCHIBALD
wrote to the Archbishop on the 10th of
September, five days afterwards :

** They should elect Bir Grorere by acclama-
*¢ tion, without stipulations or conditions.

It would be the graceful way, and would
“Lind Bir Groree quite as effectually as any
“stipulations, which after all are not the
“malking, but the renewal of pledges already
“ given,

* However, this i3 not my bosiness,

: *Yours very,sinceraly,
“ (Signed,}— A, G, ARCIIBALD.
* Hig Grace :
*The Right-Rev. the Archbishop.”
The next day Archbishop TACEE wrote
to the GovenNoR to ascertain whether
Ripv's conditions had bheen accepted or
not. ‘Then in reply to that, the Govervor
writes to Avchhishop Tacue . —

) “12th September, 1872,

“My DEAR ARCHEISHOP,—I received last
“ gveping a telegram from Sir JOBN, to say that
““he had received my measage, and sent it to
“8ir GroRcE, and that he expected a reply
fo-day, and would forward it to me at once.
' T see that he thinksthe constitnency ought to
“elect Rir GEORGE promptly, and without stipu-
They could safely confide in promises

“ghvenrth by repetition,. Wou shall bove the
¢ answer of Hir GroRsE whenever i arvives

 Yours sincarely,
o “{Bigned,) A G AreEmBALD,
HTH I Giiks the Aichinshop.”
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The ARCHDISIOP continnas ;—

“Tha snme evening I receival from Mr.
ARcHIRALD what he said was a copy of o telo-
gram from Sic Foury, as follows i—

¢ Qrrawa, 12th Septembor, 1872
¢ Lrrvt. -Gov. ARCHTIALD,—Sir (ieoren will
¢ (1n all he can to meet the wivhes of the parties;
“ this statement shoull be satisfactory.
' Bigned,) Joux A, Macpowawn.”
“ Copy of telegram just received.
¢ (3igned,) Hewr1 BovrHirrrice, ”
This was communicated to the parties; and
just the night befere the election T received the
information that Riel had succeeded inindacing
his friends to eupport the election of Bir
YEoreE, and that on the following day he
would, st the nominatien, retive in his favour;
and ha did so, snd immediately after sent Sir
(EORGE & telegram, of which I produce a certi-
fied copy.
* WinxipEa, 14th September, 1372,
#To Hon. 8ir Grorss Er. CARTIER,
: Bart., Montreal.

" % Your clection in our Cuuntj‘ is by acclama-
i tion, and have reason to hope in the snccess
of the canse truated into your hands.
“ (Signed, } + Lovg Ries,
“JosEPH Rovar,
' A, LEPFINF,
t Jag, Dusve,”
I dil not myself eommunicate with Sir
Gzonus on the subject, but I recaived from lim
-a tolegram, dated 17th September, which I pro-
fuce, :
. # Orrawa, 17th September, 1872,
' To His (Grace Arcbbishop TacHE.

¢« Presume your Grace is ona of the friends
“ who got me elected in Provencher ; accept mﬁ
‘rgincete thanks, Give thanks for me to a
*friends, snd especially to those who were
# more instrumental in securing election, Am
“leaving for England for brief wvisit for my
t health : will send letters of thanks before
¢ leaving, :
 (Signed,) L. B, CamTrer.”

Mo (Mr. MacxExziE) had not the pas-
sage before him at the moment, but he
thought the right hon, member for King-
. gton, with his usnal foresighs, wrote to Mr.
AscmBarp to tell RiEL not fo resign in
8ir Georar's favor,

Right Hon. 8ir JOHN MACDONALD
—Tell Rren!

Hon, Mr. MACEENZIE—Wgel], the
lite President of the Provisional Govern-
raent,

Right Hon. Sic JOEN MACDONALD
—The hon, gentleman, I have no doult,
remembers my telegram very well, My
telegram was to the Governov of Manitoba,
and I asked him to get a seat for Sir
Giponae Cinrsen in that Piovines, hut

Hon Mr. Maclonste.

COMMONS,

did not say to him to tell Riel not to rotire
in 8ir Groror's favor,
Hon, Mr. MACKENZIE—T did not

| migrepresent it.

Right Hon, 8ir JOHN MACDONALD
—Yes, but the hon. pentleman did |

Hon, Mr. MACKENZIE suid he did
not mean to say that the words wers
actually employed that he stated, but the
hon, gentleman sugsested to the Governor
not to state that RIBL resigned in Sir
Georae's favor, He would proceed with
the evidence given before the Committes,
in order to obtain what was necessary to
furnish the circumstances connected with
the motion whick he was placing in the
Srzaker's hands. He had merely to say
that the Government having acted in this
matter, bound as they were to put an end
to this vexed controversy now and forever,
their proposition wag one which would
commend itself to every reascnable man,
and would answer the expectations of
all those who did not take extreme
views of the guestion on both sides.
The Government had fairly prosecuted
the enquiry regarding the North-West
troubles. Those who viewed the offence
of which these men stood accused as a
crime were quite justified in every
effort they made to bring the perpetratory
to justice, and he conld not condemn the
efforts of those who saw in the death of
Scorr merely one of those executions
which might occur, and did occur fre-
quently, in insurrections of thiz nature.
Many would recall to memory the inei-
dents which occurred in the Provinces of
Upper and Lower Canade where lives
were sucrificed just as eruelly and unjustly,
perhaps, as the one now under discussion.
He would not for one moment say a word
to justify that exeention. It was notonly
cruel, but entirely unnecessary, He had
never been able to understand the reasons
for it, but so far as he was able to undex
stand thein, they were from a proximate
fear of troubles that BcoTr might cause,
ingtead of punishment -being inflicted for
any crime committed. Some Iatitude
ghould of course he given to the actors in
the scene as being the existing authorities
of the Province, aml from the promises
snbseynently given, and the reecognition of
their sexvices by the Crown, there wamwhut
one course to follow for whether the
Imperial aothorities acknowledged Mr
ARcHIBAID a3 a Thitish Govetinor ov nof,
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regarding which point Earl CarNarvow
had raised some questiou, we al least
must recugnise him ay a Canadian Gov-
ernot 3 and if the DBritish Government
were plessed to extend our responsibility,
he for one was veady toaccept b Atthe
present time it had become the duty of the
Clovernment—and e ventured to say it
was algo the duty of the House—to sus-
tain the motion ke had propused us one
tlat recognized ot once that a crime had
been committed, and tompored justice
with reercy. This he suid on the grounds
afforded by the evidence before the House,
which must have its due weight with all
dispussionate and impartial men ; and if
they followed this course, he thonght they
would receive the cordial thanks of every
member of this House for having removed
what had been in time past a stain on the
history of the country, and taking a step
for which futurity would be thankful,—
even if it weve done at the risk of heing
mere or less uppopular with one or more
of the parties at the present time, He
begged to move, in conclusion, the follow-
ing motion of which he had given notice :

That from the evidemes reported to this
House by the Committee appointed last session
on the questions arising out of the North-Weat
troubles, it appears that the late Sir G. E,
CARTIER, Minister of Militia and Defence, and
during Sir J. A, Macponaip's illness, acting
Minister of Justice, leader of the Government,
and its representative in its negotiations with
the delegates from the North-West, at various
times, gave divers persona of prominence in the
North—%\’est, amongst whom were Archhishop
TaceE, Father LITcHor, the Hom M. A,
G1rarp snd the Hon. J. Rovar, assurances
that n complets amnesty would be granted by
the Imperial Government in respect of all acta
committed by all persons clu.rin%l the North-
‘Woest troubles, and requested that these as-
surances should be as they wera communicated
to the interested parties. That from the same
evidence, it further appears that the envoy of
the Canadian Government, Archbishop Tacxw,
acting in the bonw fide belief that he was au-
thorized to do sc, assured the people of the
North-West that the Imperisl Government
would grant such an amnesty ; and the Canadian
Government did not communicate to the people
-any disavowal of his action.

“That from the same evidence it further ap-
pears that the interested parties became, by
means of the said assurances convineed that
such an amnesty would be granted ; and that
this conviction so affected their action as to
iac.lcilitu.te the acquisition of the territory by Can-

a.

"That from the swme evidence it further ap--

Pears, that, on the cecasion of the raid of Fen-
Hon, Mr. Muckenzie,
N
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ians, led by W, B. O'Doronur, ons of the
actors in the North-Weat troubles, the Hon. A,
G, ArcHIBaLp, Lieutenant Governor of Mani-
toba, in .the name of Hir Mosr Gratious
Masgsry, the Quser, by prochmation called
on all the ivhabitante to rally o its defence;
and cspecinlly askod through Father Rrrcaor,
the nid of L. RIEL and A. 1. LeeiNg, and in
reEly to alotter from Father IiTcmor on the
subject, wrote the following letter ;

“Gloveaymint House, Oct, 5th, 1871,

Erverenp H1r,—Your note has just reached
me, You speak of difficulties which might im-
peile any action of Mr. Riey in coming forward
to nse his iniluence with his fellow atizens, to
rally to the support of the Crown in the pres.
ent emergency.

Shounid Mr. Rt come forward as su ﬁar’ﬁed,
he need be nnder no apprehension that his lib-
erty will be interforad with in any way ; to use
your own language, ‘pour lacirconstanceactuelie.’

It is hardly neccssary for me to add that the
co-operation of the French half-breeds and their
leaders in the support of the Crown wnder pres-
ent circumatances will be very welcome and
cannot be looked npon otherwise than as entit-
ling them to most favorabie consideration.

Lot me add that in giving you this assurance
with promptitude I feel myself entitled to be
met in the same spirit,

'The sooner the french half-breeds 2ssume the
attitude in question the more graceful will be
their action and the more favorable their infln.
ence.

I have the honor to be, Revd. Sir,
Yours truly,

(Signed) ™\ A. G. ARONIBALD,
Lieutenant-Governor. '
Revd, PEre Rircuor,
8t, Norbert.

And’ subsequently in reply to a letter to him
from L. Rirxr, A. D, LEFINE and P. ParaxNTEAU
cansed the following letter to be sent :—

“* GovERNMENT HoUsk,
“ Forr Garry, Oot, 8th, 1871,

' GENTLEMEN,—I have if in command from
¢ H1s XXCELLENCY the LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
“'to acknowledge receipt of your note of this
“morning, assaring His Exceriexey of the
“hearty response of the Metin to the appeal
“made to them in His EXCELLENCY'S proclama-
“ tion, '

“*You may say to the people on whose behalf
“vou write, that HIs EXCELLENcY is much
¢+ gratified to reccive the assurance which he
““anticipated in his communication with the
“Rev. PEre Rrrcuor, and which your letter
““conveys, and that he will take the eariiest
“opportunity to transmit to His ExceLieNcy
“ the (tovERNOR-GeNERAL this evidence of the
" IO{alty and good faith of the Metis of Mani-
[1] tﬁ i .

¢ His ExcELLrxcy will be pleased to be fur-
“nished as scon as possible with & nominal
* st of persons in each parish who desire to
*enrol for active scrvice in the present emer.

¢ gency.
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“ T Fxeenorney will rely upon their readi-
¢ yosy to comy forward the momont they reccive
“notise.

1 hgve the honor to he, Uentlomen,
“ Your obedient servant,

SOV. T Boommaxan,
** Acting Private Suveretary.

o ML L. Rrr,
M. A 1. Lerme,
), Prapng ParaNtEav.”

“That froin the same evidenco it further
appears that the said L, Rimu, AL D Lirving
“and P, Parantrav aceordingly raised o large
“Nody of men to asaist in the defence of the
* Province and marched them to the vicinity of
#Fort Garry, whero they were received and
“*their services accepted by the [ientenant-Gov-
“ grnor, who shool hands with &L, Rizn and
¢« A. D. LeptvE as leaders of the foree, and by a
* gubsequent proclamation recoguized thetr ser-
‘¢ gices ; and the action of the Lisutenant-Glov-
*grnor was not disavowed by the Janadian
¢ (Jovernment which eontinued him in his placa
“‘and thereafter promoted him to the Lieuten-
¢t ant Governorskip of Nova Scotis.”

. That from the same evidence it further
‘¢ gppears that Sir J, A. Macpovarp, the firat
¢ Minister of Canada and Minister of Justice,
#iin Dee. 1871, after the Fenian Raid was over
* ¢ntered into negotiations throu%h Archbishop
1 Taomi, with the said L. RiEL for hia retire-
“ment from the Province of Manitoba for the
¢ gpace of a yeor, and for his maintenance dur-
**ing this expatriation out of the public funds
viof Canada, and in order to induce him =o to
¢! ratire, pointed out to the Archbishoathat ths
“ proposed step would imFrove the chances of
¢ gbtaining the amnesty from Hur MaJesTy's
< (fgvernment, and stated that he would exert
%t his personal inflvence to procure action in the
* motter by Huor MAJESTY'S Government, and
tt that he would so far make RIEL'S case bis ownt
“and, having so induced the Archbishop to
st interfera, sent him the promised sum which
“iwyg taken from the fecret Servies Fund
tcplaced at the disposal of his Government by
“li’m-lia.ment with the following Ietter :—

PRIVATE AND STRICTLY CONFIDEXNTIAL.
Ourawa, Dec. 27th, 1871

+ My Dear Lonp Areusisaor.—I have been
“able fo make the mrrangement for the
«individnal that we have talked about, T now
*“send you & si%hb draft on the Bank of Montreal
“ for $1,000. I need not press npoen your Grace
“the importance of the money being paid to
“him periodically {say monthly or gquarterly}
«t and not in a lump, otherwise the money would
¢ he wasted and our embarrassmenta bogin again.
*The %Jn.yment should spread over a year.

“ Believe me, your Urace’s very obedient
¢ gervant, Joun A, MacDoXarp,
#His Girace,

¢ The Archbishop :
wof St Boniface, Munitoha,”

That from the same evidence it further
a.pp\eara that Sir GeoreE B, Carrmer, Minister
of Militia and Defence, afterwards communi-
cated with Archbishop Tacun, requesting that

Hon, Mr. Aaclesie.

HOUSE OF COMMONS,

A, D. Lerisz should be included in the same
arrangement, sid that the Archbishop was, on
Lis vetwm tn Manitoba, furthor requosted by
Licutenant-Uiovernor Arcmizarn to procure the
cxpuiriation of the mid persous, and in order §»
makae a sufficicat provision for the muintenance
of themuelves nmf their familics the Lisutenant
(foverner procured from the Hudson Bay
Company the further snm of £600, and that the
Archhishop thereupon induced L. Ripn and A,
. Luetx® toconsent to therequests of Sir J. AL
MacvoNaLp, 8ir Grorgr E. Cartisr and A, G,
AncHInaLD, and thoy departed accordingly, and
they and their families received for their main-
tenance said sums of §$1,000 and $600.

That thereafter and during the General
Election of 1872, L. RIBTL, was contesting Pro-
vencher with Attorney-Geueral CLARK, when,
at the request of Sir Jomw A. MacDoNALD,
Pirst Minister and Minister of Justice, Lisuten-
ant-Governor ARrcHIBALD arranged that both
the sald candidates should retire in order that
Sir & E. CarTier, Minister of Militia, might be
elected for the County, and he was elected
acoordingly, snd publicly  received, and
acknowledged the congratulations of L. Rizn
and A, D. LevINE on the event.

That frora the said evidence it further ap-

ears that Sir JouN A, Maicpowarp, First Min-
ister and Minister of Justice, gave agsurances to
Archbishop Tacng, to his Quebec colleagnes and
others that he wonld on his intended visit.to
England %reaa on Hes MasesT?'s Government to
takea up t
see their way to pranting a complete amhesty
without the ga.na,f inn Government being rebgon-
sille for it, to which be had no objection, and

e question, thinking that they might

which wounld, he believed, be loyally accepted by

the Canadian people,

That in the opinion of this House it is not for
the honor or interest of Canada that the question
of amunesty shoukl remnain longer in its present

sh:ipa.

hat in the opinion of this House the facts
developed in the said evidence cannot he ignored
by the people or the Parlizmnent of Canada, and
must ba considerad in the expression of their
views a3 to the dispoaition of the question,

That in the opinion of this Houge it would be \

proper, considering the said facts, that a full
amnesty shonld be granted to all persons con-
cerned in the North-West troubles for all acta
commitied b
saving only L. RiEr, ‘A, D. Lerme and W. B.
O'DoxoRUE.

That in the opinion of this House it wauld be

proper, comsidering the said facts, that a like *

amnesty should be granted to L. Rren and A, D.
LgprvE, conditional on five years' banishment
from Her MaJesTe's Dominions. )

That an humble address he presented to His
Excellency, the (GovERNOR (ENERAL, embodying
this resclutionand prayingthat be will be please

them during the =aid troublss,

to take such steps as may be best calenlated to

ealenlated to carry it into effect.”

Tt being siz o'clock, the House took
TOCcesH, :

T



